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longer poſſible: he has reduced himſeif from a voter 
to one of the innumerable muititude that have no 
votes. ö 

6. But you ſay, As the Colonies are net repreſented in 
the Britiſh Parliament, they are intitled to a free þswer 
of legiſlation ; for they inherit all the right which their 
anceſtors had, of enjoying all the privileges of Erigliſhmen 

They do inherit all the privileges which their anceſ- 
tors had: but they can inherit no more hee anceſ- 

tors left a country, where the repreferitatiyes. of the 
people were elected by men particularly qualified, and 
where thoſe who wanted that qualification weft bound 
by the deciſions of men whom they had not deputed. 
You are the deſcendants of men who either had no votes 
or reſigned them by emigration. You hav therefore 
exactly what your anceſtors left you: not a vote in, 

making laws, nor in chuſing lepiſlatcrs ; · but the hap 
pineſs of being protected by laws, and the duty of o- 
beying them. | | | 

What your anceſtors did not bring with them, nei- 
ther they nor their deſcendants hyp :cquired. They 
have not, by abandoning their right in one legiſlature, 
acquired a right to conſtitute another; any more thau 
the multitudes in England who have no vote, have a 
right to erect a parliament for themſe!ves, 

7. However, the Colonies have @ right to all the þrivi- 
leges granted them by royal charters, cr ſecured to them 
by Provincial laws. | e 

The firſt clauſe is allowed : they have certainly a 
right to all the privileges granted them by royal char- 
ters. But as to the ſecond, there is a doubt: provin- 
cial laws may grant privileges to individuals of the pro- 
' v.nce. But ſurely no province can confer - provincial 
privileges on itſelf ! they have a right to ail which the 
King has given them ; but not to all which they have 


given themſelves, 
bl offences, and fo. the preventing or redreſſing ot in- A corporation can no more a 
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Brethren and Countrymen, ! | 5 

1. IHE grand queſtion which is now debated (and 

1 wich warmth enough on both des) is this: 

Has the Engliſh Parliament power to tax the American 

« Colonies ? | | 

ke Ia order to determine this, let us conſider the nature 
of our Coloni s. An Engliſh Colony is a number of 
perſons to whom the King grants a charter, permitting 
them to ſettle in ſome far country as a corporation, en- 
.. joying ſuch powers as the charter grants, to be admi- 
i ered in es 1 1 ner as the TC preſcribes. As 
u corporation they make laws for themſelves : but as a 
corporation ſubſiſting by a grant from higher autho- 
I rity, to the gontroul of that authority they (till con- 
5 exinue ſubject. 


by various other means, fo in particular by inflamatory | 
papers, which are induſtriouſly and continually diſper- 
led, throughout the town and country : by this method 
they have already wrought thouſands of the people, e- 
ven to the pitch of madneſs. By the ſame, only varied ac- 
cording to your circumſtances, they have likewiſe in- 
Hamed America. I make no doubt but theſe very men 
re the original cauſe of the preſent breach betweenEng- 
and and her Colonies. And they are ſtill pouring oi: into 
the flame, ſtudiouſly incenſing cach apainlt the other, 
and oppoſing, under a variety of pretences, ali meaſures 
of accommodation. So that although the Americans in 
general, love the Engliſh, and the Engliſh, in general, 
love the Americans, (all, I mean, that are not yet chea- 
ted and exaſperated by theſe artful men) yet the rup- 
ture is growing wider every day, and none can tell 
where it will end. 

Theſe good men hope it will end in the total defec- 
ion of North America from England. If this were ef- 
tected, they truſt the Engliſh in general would be fo ir- 
reconcileab!y diſguſted, that they ſhould be able, with | 
or without foreign affiſtance, intirely to overturn the 
government; eſpecially while the main of both theEng- 
liſh and Iriſh forces are at ſo convenient a diſtance, 

10. But, my brethren, would this be any advan age 
to you? Can you hope for a more deſirable form of go- 
ve nment, either in England or America, than that 
which you now enjoy? After all the vehement cry for 
liberty, what more Jlibeity can you have? What more 
religious liberty can you deſire than that which you en- 
joy already? May not every one among you worſhip 
God according to his own conſcience ? What civil li- 
berty can you defire, which you are not already poſſeſ- 
led of? Do not you fit without reſtraint, every man 
under his 6wn vine? Do you not every one, high or 
low, enjoy the fruit of your labour? This is real, ra- 


A ſermon prexched by Dr. Smith, in Philadelphia. 
has been lately reprinted in England. It has been much 
admired, but proceeds all along upon wrong ſuppoſiti- 
ons. Theſe are confuted in the preceding tract; yer 
would juſt touch upon them again. ' ”...,— 
Dr. Smith ſuppoſes, 1. They © have a right of grant. 
ing their own money :” that is, of being exempt ff W- nl 
taxation by the ſupreme power. If they“ contend for? 
this, they contend for neither more nor leſs than inde- 
pendency. Why then do they talk of their © rightful 
Sovereign ? They acknowledge no Sovereign at all. 
That they contend for * the cauſe of liberty” is ano» 
ther miſtaken ſuppoſition, What liberty do you want, 
either civil or religious? You had the very ſame li- 
berty we have in England; I ſay, you had: but you 
have now thrown away the ſubſtance, and retain only  *M* 
the ſhadow, You have no liberty, civil or religious, 
now,- but what the Congreſs pleaſes to allow, | 
But you juſtly ſuppoſe, * We are by a plain original 
contract intitled to a community of privileges with our 
brethren that reſide in England, in every civil and reli- 
gious roſpect.“ p. 19. Moſt true. And till you appoint- 
ed your new Sovercigns, you enjoyed all thoſe privile- 
ges. Indecd you had no vote for Members of Parlia- 
ment; neither have I, becauſe 1 have no freehold in 
England. Yet the being taxed by the Parliament is no 
infringement either ot my civil or religious liberty. 
But you ſay again.“ No power on earth has a right 
to g ant our property without our con/ent.” Ds 
Then you have no Sovereign: for every Sovereigagg 
Power under Heaven has a right to tax its ſabj»&s : 
that is, ** to grant their property, with or without heir 
conſent.” Our Sovereign Power has a right ro tax me, 
and all other Engliſhmen, whether we have votes for 
Parliament-men or no. | | | 


Vainly therefore do you complain of © uncouſtitutio- 4 


» 


| . Conſidering this, nothing can be more plain, than 
„ - » that ſupreme power in England has a legal right of 
| - Jaying any tax upon them for any end bencficial to the 
hc empires: =. 25 
2. But you object,“ It is the privilege of a freeman 
and an Engliſhman to be taxed only by his own con- 
ſent. And this conſent is given for every man by his 
repreſentative in Parliament. But we have no repre- 
ſentation in Parliament. Therefore we ought not to 
be taxed thereby.“ | | 
4 1 anſwer, this argument proves too much, If the 
{ Parliament cannot tax you, becauſe you have no repre- 
ſentation therein, for the ſame reaſon it can make no 
2 laws to bind you. If a freeman cannot be taxed with- 
| ont his own conſent, neither can he be puniſhed with- 
'Þ out it: for whatever holds with rezard to taxation, 


ſſume to itſelf privileges 


tional liberty, ſuch as is enjoyed by Engliſhmen alone; | nal exactions, violated rigats, and mutilated charters “ 
: Conveniences. And the reception of any law draws which it had not before, than a man can, by his own } and not by any other people in the habitable World. p. 24. Nothing is exacted, b CCO Rag to the ori- 8 
after it, by a cannot be broken, the ne- act and deed, aſſume titles or dignities. The legit ature | Would the being independent of England meke you | ginaL.eeraityti and her Co onics. 
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ne has conſented,“ as confidently as it has been aſſert- 


ed, it is abſolutely falie. In wide extended dominions, 


u very ſmall part of the people are concerned in making 


laws, As al public buſiuels muſt be dove by delega- 
tion, the delegates are choſen by a felect number; and 
thoſe that ate not electors, who are far the greater part, 
Hand by, idle and helpleſs ſpectators, 
The caſe of electors is little better. When they are 
near equally divided, almoſt half of them muſt be go- 
verned, not only without, but even againſt, their own 


authority. 


tries which are ſubject to laws, being liable to taxes. 


internal expences) is {til! liable to taxes laid hy ſuperior 


The charter of Pennſylvania has a.clauſe admitting, 
in expreſs term, taxtation by Parliament. If ſuch a 
clauſe be not infſeited in other charters, it muſt be o- 
mitted as not neceſſary ; becauſe it is manifeltly implied 
in the very nature of ſubordinate government, all coun- 


It is true, the firſt ſettlers in Maſlachuſets Bay were 
premiſed an exemption for taxes for ſeven years. But 


chiets, you ſhouid ſettie into one or more Republics; 
wou'd a republican government give you more liberty, 
either religious or civil? by no means. No governments 


a commonwealth, Tf any one doubt of this, let him 
look at the ſubjects uf Venice, of Genoa, or even Hol- 
land. Should any man talk or write of the Dutch go- 
vernment, as every cobler does of the Engliſh, he would 


under heaven are fo deſpotic as the republican : ho ſub- | 


ters are no more mutilated by 
of the city of London. 


You may ftill © rejoice in the common rights of free- 
men“ I rejoice in all the rights of my anceſtors And 


every right which I enjoy, is common to Engliſhmen 
and Americans. 


be laid in i:03s before he knew where he was. And | which we enjoy by the expreſs terms of our colozina- 
FM conſent, does not this very exemption imply, that they were | then woe be to him! Republics ſhew no mercy. tion?“ that is, of our charter? by no means: and none 
* And how has any man conſented to thoſe laws, which to pay them afterwards, ; 11. But if we ſubmit to one tax, more will follow,” | requires it of you. None deſires to withhold any thing 
A ere made before he was born? Our conſent to theſe, It there is in the charter of any co'ony a clauſe ex- 


- nay and to the laws now made cven in England, is 
purcly paſſive, And in every place, as all men are born 


the ſubjects of ſome ate or other, ſo they are born 


paſſively, as it were, conſenting to the Jaws ot that 


Nate. Any other than this kind of conſent, the con- 


dition of civil life does not allo. 
4. Bur you ſay, you are intitled to life, liberty, and 


: charter, that of Pennſylvania, ſays, in expreſ; terms, you 
has an undoubted right to tax all the Engliſh Colonies. | any general form could be cſtabliined ; and the grand | are liable to taxation. | | | 
_ property, by nature ; and that ycu have never ceded ro | But whence then 1s all this hurry and tumult ? why | miſchief would enſue when it was eſtabliſhed, when But “ a people will reſume, you ſay, the power, 
any ſavereign power the right to diſpoſe of theſe without | is America all in an uproar ? If you can yet give your- | you had received a yoke which you could not ſhake off. 


yeur conſeut. 755 5 
While you ſpeak as the naked ſons of nature, this is 
certainly true. But you preſently declare, Our ance/- 
tors, at the time they ſettled theſe Colonies, were intitled 
to all the rights of natural-born ſubjefts within the realm 
of England. This likewiſe is ti ue; but when this is 
granted, the boaſt of original rights is at an end. You 
are no longer in a ſtate of nature, but fink down to 
. Coloniſis governed by a charter. If your anceſtors 
were ſubjects, they acknowledged a Sovereign; if they 
had a right to Engliſh privileges, they were account. 
able to Engliſh laws, and had ceded to the King and 
Parliament the power of diſpoſing, without their conſent, of 
both Meir lives, liberties, and properties. And did the 


Parliament cede to them a diſpenſation from the obedi- 


ence which they owe as natural ſubjects ? or any de- 
.oree of independence not enjoyed by otherEngliſhmen? 
F. They did not indeed, as you obſerve, by emigration 
forfeit any of thoſe privileges; but they were, and their 
deſcendants now are, intitled to all ſuch as their circum- 
ſtances enable them to enjoy. Gs | 
That they, who form a Colony by a lawful charter, 
forfeit no privilge thereby, is certain. But what they 
do not forfeit by any judicial ſentence, they may loſe 
by natural effects. When a man voluntarily comes 
into America, he may Joſe what he had when in Eu- 
rope. Perhaps he had a right to. vote for a Knight or 


Burgeſs: by creſſing the ſea he did not forfeit this (although many forward j-withwrkr *bigg | or can be theroughly removed, till we fear God and 
right ; but it is plain he has made the. exerciſe of it no of the matter) ; bur honour the King. 1 
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livered from all your enemies. 
to do) en one of her Colonies. 


and legal ſtep ſhould have let all America in a flame? 


will not think it improbable, 


as you my brethern and countrymen. 


empting them from taxes for ever, then undoubredly 
they have a right to be ſo exempted, But if there is 
no ſuch clauſe, then theEngliſh Parliament has the ſame 
right to tax them as to tax any other Engliſh ſubjects, 

8. All that impartially conſider what has been ob- 
ſerved, mult readily allow, that the Engliſh Parliament 


ſelves time to think, you will ſee, the plain caſe is this. 

A few years ago you were aſſaulted by enemies, 
whom you were not able to reſiſt. You repreſented 
this to your Mother-country, and defired her aſſiſtance 
You was largely aſſiſted, and by that means wholly de- 


After a time, your Mother-country deſiring to be 
reimburſed for ſome part of the large expence ſhe had 
been at, laid a {mall tax (which ſhe had always a right 


But how is it poſſible, that the taking this reaſonable 


I will tell you my opinion freely ; and perhaps you 
I ipeak the more freely 
becauſe I am unbiaſſed: I have noth ng to hope or fear 
from either ſide. I gain nothing either by the Govern- 
ment or the Americans : and probably never ſhall. And 
1 have no prejudice to any man in America: I love you 


9. My opinion is this. We have a few men in Eng- 
land, who are determined enemies to Monarchy, W e- 
ther they hate his preſent Majeſty on any other ground, 
than becauſe he is a King, | know not, But they co: 
dially hate his office, ans have for ſome years been un- 
dermining it with all diligence, in hopes of erecting 
their grand idol, their dear common wealth, upon its 
ruins. I believe they have 4 tew into their deſigu 


Perhaps fo, and perhaps not. But if they did; if you 
were taxed (which is quitg improbable) equal with Ire- 
land or Scotland, ſtill were you to prevent this by re- 
nouncing connection with England, the remedy would 
be worſe than the diſeaſe. Fr O! what convulſions 
muſt poor America feel, before any other government 


be no longer the dupes of deſigning men. I do not 
mean any of your countrymen in Ametica : I doubt 
whether any of theſe are in the ſecret. The deſigning 
men, the Ahi:ophels, are in England; thoſe who have 
laid their ſcheme ſo deep, and covered it ſo well, that 
thouſands who are ripcni: g it ſuſpect nothing at all of 
the matter. I heſe well meaning men, ſincerely believ- 
ing that they are ſerving their country, exclaim againſt 
grievances, Which cither never exiſted, or are aggravat- 
ed above meaſure, and thereby inflame the people more 
and more, to the wiſh of thole who are behind the 
{cene. But be not you duped any longer: do not ruin 
your ſclves for them that owe you uo good will, that 
now employ you only for their own purpoſes, and in 
the end will give you no thanks, Th y love neither Eng- 
land nor America, but play one againtt the other, in 
ſubterviency to their grand deſign, of overturning the 
e gliſh government. Be warned in time. 
conſider befo e it is too late; before you have entailed 


upon your mother country ! have pity upon your own \ 
have pity upon yourſelves, upon your children, and upon 


devour one another, leſt we be conſumed one of another! 
O let us follow after peace! let us put away our fins; 
the real ground of all our calamities! which never will 


was ſettled! inuumerable miſchiefs muſt enſue before 


12. Brethren, open your eyes! Come to yourſelves! 


Stand and 


coufuſion and miſery on your lateſt poſterity. Have pity. 


all that are nea and dear to you! let us not bite and 


that is granted by the expreſs terms of your charter. 
But remember ! One of your firſt charters, that of Maſ- 
ſachuſetts- bay, ſays, in expreſs terms, you are exempt 
from paying taxes to the King for ſeven years : plainly 
implying, that after thoſe ſeven years you are to pa 

them like other ſubjects. And remember your fal 


which they never ſurrendered, except“ No need of 
any exception. They never ſurrendered it at a'l; they 
could not ſurrender it : for they never had it. I pray did 
the people, unleſs you mean the Norman army, give Wil- 
| liam the Conqueror his power ? and to which of his 
ſucceſſors did the people of England (fix or ſeven milli- 
ons) give the ſovereign power? This is mere political 


hiſtory of all nations | 


Ten times over, in different words, you“ profeſs 
yourſelves to be contending for liberty.” But it is a 
vain empty profeſſion ; unleſs you mean by that thread 
bare word, a liberty from obeying your rightful Sove- 
reign, and from keeping the fundamental laws of your 
country. And this, undoubtedly, it is, which the con- 
federated Colonies are now contending for. 


7% 


is, than is the charter 


Vainly do you complain of be'ng «*mle (laves.” Am 
l. or two millions of Engliſhmen, made ſlaves becauſe 3 


* we are taxed wiincut our own confent ? 
jects are governed in ſo arbitrary a mailer, as thoſe of 


But ſhall we © ſurrender any part of the privileges. 


cant; words without meaning, ? know but one Inſtance 
in all hiſtory, wherein the peaple gave the ſovereign power 
to any one; that was to Maſſanielio of Naples, And I 
deſire any man living to produce another inſtance in the 
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